Architektura je Zivy organismus

Architecture as a life organism

To je u nas v ateliéru takova pridana hodnota. Ve, co vymys-
lime, a navrhneme, se také snazime s lidmi postavit, pomoct jim
s vybérem dodavatel(i, realizovat interiér, zahradu. V pomysl-
ném fotbalovém utkani, kde na jedné strané je dobrd architek-
tura a na druhé strané spousta problémd, které je nutné vyre-
$it, je pro mé vitézny gél az ten postaveny dam. (smich)

Architekturu miluju. Uz od prvni tfidy jsem chtél byt archi-
tektem. Dim je pro mé néco jako dité, které si chci nejenom
zplodit, ale i dobfe vychovat.

Samoziejmé, a nejen pro sebe byt a ateliér. Mél jsem ze za-
¢atku kariéry Stésti na nékolik zajimavych a odvaznych klientd,
ktefi se nebali mi svérit realizaci celého domu. Naucil jsem se
pfi tom moc véci, z nichz tézim dodnes. Zjistil jsem, Ze jediné,
co na stavbé funguje, je mit v jedné ruce projekt a v druhé pe-
nize. To jsou jediné komunikaéni nastroje, kterym vsichni ro-
zuméji. (smich)

Svépomocna vystavba je dnes opomijeny zptisob, jak postavit
rodinny diim. Osobné s nim mam velké zkusenosti, sdm bych
si sv0j dim nestavél jinak. Nenf to ale rozhodné pro kazdého,
¢lovék se prece jen u prace na stavbé trochu umaze a také to
zabere dost ¢asu. Presto mam vyzkousené, Ze svépomocnou
vystavbou si informovany a organiza¢né zdatny stavebnik
postavi o asi 20-30 % vétsi a Iépe vybaveny diim, nez mu na-
bidla v rozpoctu stavebni firma jako generdlni dodavatel.

NejdFiv je dlouho posloucham. Kazdy md néjakou profesi a své
predstavy determinované zkusenostmi — kde byl na dovolené,
co md postavené soused atd. Pozadam je, at mi sepiSou, co
viechno v domé chtéji mit, a at mi tfeba z néjakého ¢asopisu
nebo knizky okopiruji, co se jim libilo, abych se dokazal vcitit do
jejich estetického vnimani. Mnoho klientd si mysli, ze prace ar-
chitekta je na ¢tvereckovém papife vymyslet dispozici domu. Di-
spozi¢ni feseni ale nenf ani desetina prace, kterd se musf pro
dobrou architekturu udélat. Spravné provozné a dispozicné vy-
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resit diim je pro mne rutina, néco jako pro chirurga zasit ranu,
jenze ja jsem tady pro to, abych domy dostal dal, do sjednocenf
zhruba péti faktord, které diim musi spliiovat.

Je to vnéjsi vzhled domu a jeho forma. Musi byt vyvazeny pro-
poréné, velikostné a typové i odpovidat tomu, pro jakého kli-
enta se stavi. Tretim faktorem je konstrukénf feseni domu. Ar-
chitektonicky hodnotné domy jsou Feseny tak, Ze jejich
konstrukce je ¢itelnd, ¢asto i vizudlné pfiznana. To znamena,
ze kdyz je néco z betonu, tak to pak neomitnu, ale udélam be-
ton pohledovy, kdyz je krov stfechy z dfevénych trdm, tak je
prece nezabalim do sadrokartonu. Ctvrtym faktorem je inte-
riér, coZ pro mne neznamend jit do obchodu a tam to na-
koupit. Kdyz se déld interiér s architektem, tak se na néj mysli
uz od zacatku. Kdyz nékde chci mit knihovnu, tak vestavénou
do niky - a tu niku tam musim udélat uz v priibéhu stavby.
Stejné je to s kuchyni. Chci mit za pracovni deskou okno,
abych vidél na zahradu, tak na né musim myslet uz pfi na-
vrhovdni. A kone¢né paty faktor: Dim by mél tim, jak vypada,
zapadnout do okolniho prostredi. Jediné tak vznikne sku-
te¢na nemovitost, kterd ma ambici prezit své stavebniky.

v Novostavba RD
s bazénem Dolni
Brezany

» Novostavba RD
u Potoka, Karlik

A Rekosntrukce func
vily Ke Kliementce,
Praha 5

» Novostavba RD
s bazénem Dolni
Brezany

o e

Bez takového pristupu je diim v podstaté jen draha hromada
na sebe nalepenych véci, které tim ztraceji svou hodnotu.

Ur¢ité. Dllezité jsou svétové strany a vyhled. Je to radost, kdyz
se muzu podivat z okna a vidim tfeba pékny strom. Zrovna ted
stavim nékolik domd na atypickych parceldch, napfiklad
v kopci, odkud je krasny rozhled, nebo tfeba na tzké troju-
helnikové parcele s omezenym pfistupem.

Na typovych domech nent nic $patného, stavély se za Rakouska-
Uherska i za prvni republiky. Ale typové domy v Cechach po roce
1989 jsou fenomén, ktery nemd obdobu. Zpusobilo to pretrzeni
femesIné tradice a ztrdta citu pro architekturu a krajinu, ktera
vedla k pocitu, Ze vdechno je mozné. Tak vznikly obludnosti,
které naprosto znicily eskou krajinu. Nastésti je architektura Zivy
organismus, a jak jsme se mohli v historii uz mnohokrat pre-
svédcit, své stavitele prezije jen skute¢nd hodnota. V posledni
dobé se situace na trhu s typovymi domy vyrazné zlepsila, do-
konce se na né poradaji soutéze. Bohuzel v katalozich stdle naj-

dete spoustu téch nevkusnych. Rodinny diim jako nemovitost by
mél mit v kazdém okamZiku své Zivotnosti alespor takovou hod-
notu, za jakou se postavil, plus cena pozemku. To se o typovych
domech vzdy fict neda, ¢asto maji pouze cenu pozemku.

Takovy jakoby Zivelny s pfiznanymi nosnymi konstrukcemi, ri-
znymi materidly a mnoha prosklenymi plochami. Libi se mi otevieny
variabilni prostor, propojent interiéru se zahradou. Rad experi-
mentuji a kombinuji riizné pristupy k interiéru, mam rad exotiku,
ale v8e musf byt ticelné, umérené a na promysleném misté.

Skoro nemuizu fidit, protoZe se misto fizeni koukdm po bard-
cich. Sta¢i mi jen letmy pohled a hned vim, jak je dim pos-
taveny, kde ma koupelnu a kudy do néj tieba tece, kde jsou
tepelné mosty... Na dovolené se samoziejmé chodim na pékné
domy divat, historickym turistickym centrim se spi$ vyhy-
bam. Pfedem si vzdy nastuduji danou lokalitu a najdu si domy
ze soucasnosti nebo z neddavné minulosti, a ty si jedu pro-
hlédnout. Jezdime se Zenou hodné na kole a ¢asto narazime
na pékny diim i neplanované. S kamarady ze Skoly se pak jed-
nou zacas sejdeme a misto koukani na fotbal si poustime
fotky baraku tfeba z Indie, Izraele nebo Indonésie...

Segmentu atypické vystavby pro soukromého klienta, ktery pozaduje
mirny nadstandard, se dotkla relativné nejméné. Krizi nevnimam jako
néco Spatného, ale jako ocistny mechanismus. Zhruba do roku
2008 se ve stavebnictvi dély nepredstavitelné véci. ,Realitdci” nad-
hodnocovali neprodejné stavby o stovky procent. Bohuzel lidi na to
stdli fronty. Spekulanti si mysleli, ze kdyz koupf barabiznu a zrekon-
struujiji, tak ji s obrovskym ziskem prodajf jen proto, Ze je v Praze. Jak
uz jsem fikal, architektura je nastésti Zivy organismus, takze preZiji
jen hodnotné véci jako secesni nebo funkcionalistické vily.

Znam mnoho dobrych architektd, ale kdyz mam nékoho jme-
novat, uvedu profesora Jana Bo¢ana, u néhoz jsem studoval. Byl
to dobry architekt ze staré skoly, ktery mé hodné ovlivnil nejen
po profesni strance, ale i svym lidskym empatickym pristupem.
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Tomas Klanc has the reputation of an architect with.
unconventional views on housing. He designs houses

for his clients according to their requirements and also
helps them to realise construction and to equip =~ |

and furnish the interior.

You provide your clients with co-operation from the design all
the way to final building approval. Is that common practice?
It is a sort of added value within our studio. We try to build with
clients everything that we come up with and design and also try
to help them with a choice of contractors, realisation of the inte-
rior and also gardens. In a hypothetical football match where good
architecture s, on the one side, up against a number of problems
that need to be dealt with on the other side, the winning goal is,
for me, in the constructed finished building (laughter).

Are you doing that to just earn more from it or do you need
to have everything under your control?

Ilove architecture. | wanted to be an architect from my first class
at primary school. A house is something like a baby for me. A baby
that | want to give birth to as well as to bring it up properly.

Have you ever done any building with your own hands?
Certainly. A flat and studio and not just for myself. | was lucky
at the beginning of my career to have some interesting and
brave clients who weren't afraid to entrust me with the real-
isation of the whole house. Thereby | learnt a lot of things that
I have drawn on up to this day. | found out that the only thing
that works on a building site is to have a project in one hand
and money in the other. Those are the only communication
tools that everyone understands. (laughter)

What if somebody wants to build a house himself?

Self-build is nowadays a neglected way to build a family house.
Myself, I have a lot of experience in this and wouldn’t build my
own house any other way. However, this is not the way for
everybody. After all one gets a little dirty on a building site and
it also takes quite some time. Still in my experience | firmly
believe that an informed and organisationally capable builder
can build a circa 20-30 times bigger and better equipped
house if self-built than he would be offered within the budget
by a building company as a general contractor.

What do you discuss with your clients at the first meeting?
Firstly I listen to them for a considerable amount of time. They all
are involved in some profession and their ideas are determined
by their experiences - where they were on holiday, what his/her
neighbour has built etc. | ask them to write down what they want
to have in the house and to, for instance, copy what they like
from a magazine or book...so that | could identify with their aes-
thetic perception. Many clients think that an architect’s job is to
come up with a layout of the house on squared paper. The lay-
out is not even a tenth of the work that must be done for good
architecture though. To design a house correctly from an oper-
ational and layout point of view is routine for me, something to
be likened to a surgeon sowing up a wound. But | am here to get
the houses further to the unification of five factors that a house
must meet.
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Layout is the first factor. What are the others?

It is the appearance of the house and its form. It must be bal-
anced from proposition, size and type points of view as well as
with regard to the fact as for which client it is being built. The
third factor is the structural design of the house. Architecturally
valuable houses are designed in such a way that heir structure
is legible and often even visually admitted. That means that if
something is made from concrete, | won't plaster over it but
will create polished concrete. When roof trusses are from tim-
ber beams, | won’t cover them with plasterboard. The forth fac-
tor is the interior, which doesn’t mean going to a shop and
buying it. Not for me. When the interior is done together with
an architect, this must be taken into consideration at the very
beginning. If | want to have a library somewhere, then it must
be built-in within a niche - and it must be built there during
construction. The same applies to the kitchen. | want to have
a window behind the work top in order to see out into the gar-
den, so | have to think about this whilst designing it. And finally
the fifth factor: The house should fit within the surrounding en-
vironment with its shape and appearance. That is the only way
for the creating of a real property with an ambition to outlive
its builders. Without such an approach, the house is only an
expansive pile of things stuck on top of one another, which
therefore will lose value.

Do you go to view the building plot right after your first meeting?
| certainly do just that. What are important are the cardinal
points and the view. It is a joy when | can look out from a win-
dow and see a pleasant looking tree for instance. Now we are
building several houses on atypical plots, for instance on a hill
from where there is a beautiful view and on a narrow trian-
gular plot with restricted access.
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People don’t often go to an architect as they are scared that
it will be expensive and they would rather buy a standard
house project.

There is nothing wrong with standard house projects. They
were built in the times of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire as
well as during the First Republic. But standard houses built in
Czech after 1989 are a phenomenon that has no parallel. This
was caused by a severed crafting tradition and a loss of sense
for architecture and the countryside, which made one believe
that everything is possible. This allowed the origin of mon-
strosities that have entirely destroyed the Czech countryside.
Fortunately, architecture is a live organism and as we have al-
ready been convinced many times in history, only real value
outlives its builders. The situation regarding standard house-
type projects in the market has got considerably better, there
are even tenders organised for them. Unfortunately, you will
still find a great deal of those tasteless images in catalogues.
A family house should, as a property, have in each moment
of its lifespan such value for which it had been built plus the
price of the land. This cannot be said about standard house-
type projects that are often representing only the land’s value.

What house would you build?

A sort of unrestrained one with visible load-bearing struc-
tures, different materials and many glazed areas. | like an
open and variable space, connecting the interior with a gar-
den. I like experimenting and combining various approaches
to the interior. | like exoticism but everything must be pur-
poseful, moderate and thought out on the spot.

Do you sufer from job deformation? Do you look at how
houses are built when on holiday for instance?

2001 - diplomovd price na Fakulté architektury CVUT
u prof. Jana Boc¢ana

0d 2003 - samostatnd ¢innost - atelier KLANC, ktery po-
skytuje kompletnf servis sluzeb pro klienty ve stavebnictvi
www.kalnc.cz

2001 - Diploma work at the Faculty of Architecture at the
Czech Technical University under professor Jan Bo¢an
since 2003 - Individual activities — studio KLANC,

, www.kalnc.cz

I can hardly drive because I look at houses instead of driving. One
glance and I know how the house is built, where the bathroom is
and where it may be leaking, where there are thermal bridges...
When on holiday, | go to look at nice houses and rather avoid his-
torical tourist centres. | always read up on the particular area in ad-
vance and find houses from the present day and from the recent
past and | go and view them. My wife and | cycle a lot and often
come across a nice house unexpectedly. Once in a while we meet
with friends from school and instead of watching football, we view
photos of houses, for instance from India, Israel or Indonesia...

All segments nowadays mention the word crises. Did it also
affect your studio?

Regarding the segment of atypical development for a private
client who requires a slightly higher standard, the crises had rel-
atively the least effect. | don’t see the crises as something wrong
but as a cleansing mechanism. Unbelievable things have been
happening in the building industry since the year 2008. Real es-
tate agents overvalued unsellable buildings by one hundred per-
cent. People, unfortunately, were queuing for it. Speculators
thought that if they had bought a hovel and reconstructed it,
they would sell it with a huge profit just for it being located in
Prague. As | have already said, architecture is, fortunately, a live
organism, which means that only valuable objects such as villas
in Art Nouveau and functionalistic styles will outlive it.

Which Czech architect do you respect most?

I know a lot of good architects but if | am to specify a name
| would state professor Jan Bo¢an, whom | studied under. He
was a fine architect from the old school, who had a lot of in-
fluence on me from a professional point of view as well as for
his human emphatic approach. LS



